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Isle of Anglesey County Council 
 

Report to: The Executive 

Date 24/02/2026 

Subject: Castle Car Park, Beaumaris 

Portfolio Holder(s): Councillor Ieuan Williams 

Head of 
Service/Director: 

Huw Percy, Head of Highways, Property & Waste 

Report Author: Julie Jones, Service Business & Strategy Manager 

Local Members: Councillor Gary Pritchard, Councillor Carwyn Jones, Councillor 
Alun Roberts 

 
A – Recommendation/s and reason/s 
 

The recommendation is that the Council refuses the request presented in a business plan 
by Beaumaris Town Council to transfer the Castle Car Park, Beaumaris, to the Town 
Council, and to offer them a new lease instead, until 31/03/2026, on the same terms as 
the original lease. 
 
The recommendation to offer a lease is made because the original lease was agreed to 
support the Town Council to fund the maintenance of the Gaol and Court, however, as the 
Covid pandemic disrupted the Town Council’s ability to generate income for approx. 9 
months, offering a new lease until the end of March 2026 would compensate the Town 
Council for the loss of income during the Covid period. 
 
The original 5-year lease was signed on 15/07/2020 as part of the agreement to transfer 
the Gaol and Court to the ownership of the Town Council. The 9-month period referred to 
above covers the period from the start of the lease until the end of April 2021. A rent of £1 
a year was payable under the lease that ended on 15/07/2025. It was agreed that the 
Town Council could continue to be in possession of the car park for a short period of time 
after the end of the lease to allow the Town Council to submit a Business Plan in relation 
to their possession moving forward and because changing the income collection 
arrangements in the middle of the summer was not considered ideal. The Town Council 
submitted their Business Plan on 19/09/2025 and it is included as appendix 1 to this 
report. 
 
The reasons for refusing the request to transfer the car park are explained in part B of 
this report. 

 
B – What other options did you consider and why did you reject them and/or opt for this 
option? 
 

The following options have been disregarded for the reasons noted: 
 
1. Transferring the car park to the Town Council 
1.1 Section 123 of the Local Government Act 1972 (the Act) prohibits Councils from 

disposing of property (except by way of a short tenancy) for a consideration less 
than the best that can reasonably be obtained (without Ministerial consent). 
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1.2 Based on the average gross profit quoted in the business plan, the capital value of 
the car park is estimated at between £900,000 and £1,200,000. Notwithstanding the 
above, the General Disposal Consent (Wales) 2003 (the Consent) allows disposals 
of up to £2m for a consideration less than the best that can be obtained (without 
obtaining Ministerial consent) if the Council considers that the disposal is in the 
interests of the economic, social or environmental wellbeing of the area or 
population of that Council. 

 
1.3 There are risks associated with transferring the building to the community for no 

consideration or consideration less than the best that can reasonably be obtained, 
including: 
o Setting a new precedent by departing from Council policy for the disposal of 

property and procedures followed in relation to other property. 
o Undermining Council Policy and its ability to dispose of property for the best 

possible price in future. 
o The likelihood that other communities will use the new precedent to insist on 

similar transfers. 
o Undesirable financial implications for the Council because capital receipts for 

such sites would be reduced or lost. 
 

1.4 The business plan presented by the Town Council suggests that the reason behind 
their application is to maintain the precept at a low level, and it does not state that 
income from the car park is being invested in the Gaol or Court. As the precept is 
already very low, agreeing to transfer the car park would allow the Town Council to 
be run at next to nothing and it is likely to lead to similar requests from other 
town/community councils. 

 
2. Not to offer a new lease but agree to give a share of the income to the Town 

Council 
 

2.1 Under this option, responsibility for the car park would return to the County Council 
immediately, and a new payment machine and display board would need to be 
installed before the County Council could start charging for parking. It is therefore 
considered that it would be better to transfer the car park back to the County 
Council at the end of the financial year. 
 

2.2 An agreement to share the income with the Town Council would help them to 
maintain the Gaol and Court, but as their business plan does not provide evidence 
that the income received during the lease has been used for this purpose, this 
option has been disregarded.  

 
3. Not to offer the Town Council a new lease and allow them continued 

possession of the car park 
 

3.1 If the Town Council continues to be in possession of the car park without a lease, 
there is a risk that they may attempt to argue that a new periodic contract with the 
benefit of secure tenure under the Landlord and Tenant Act 1954 has been 
established. There would be no certainty around the exact terms of such a tenancy, 
and the tenancy would have to be terminated in accordance with the 1954 Act. 
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3.2 Similarly, the longer the Town Council continues to be in possession, the more 
difficult it would be to try to claim any dilapidations following the date of the end of 
the lease. As a result, this option has also been disregarded. 

 

 
C – Why is this a decision for the Executive? 

 

The legal lease has ended, and the Executive must determine whether to depart from the 
contents of the lease. 
 

 

Ch – Is this decision consistent with policy approved by the full Council? 
 

The decision is consistent with the Council’s policy for disposing of property and the 
Council’s decision to transfer Beaumaris Gaol and Court. 
 

 

D – Is this decision within the budget approved by the Council? 
 

The business plan states that the car park generated an income of £113,000 in 2024/25 
and it is therefore a resource that generates significant income, with relatively low 
maintenance costs. The decision would therefore create an additional source of income 
for the County Council from 01/04/2026 onwards, income that could be used to upgrade 
and maintain other assets. 

 
Dd – Assessing the potential impact (if relevant): 
 

1. How does this decision impact on our long-term needs as an Island? 
 

The decision would create an additional source of income for the County Council from 
01/04/2026 onwards. This income can be used to upgrade and maintain other assets 
across the Island, whilst the car park continues to be available for use by visitors to 
Beaumaris town. 

 
2. Is this a decision which it is envisaged will prevent future costs / dependencies on the 

Authority? If so, how? 
 

The decision would not prevent future costs / dependencies on the County Council, but it 
would create an additional income stream for the County Council. 

 
3. Have we been working collaboratively with other organisations to come to this 

decision? If so, with who? 
 

Thorough consideration has been given to the business plan presented by the Town 
Council. 

 
4. Have Anglesey citizens played a part in drafting this way forward, including those 

directly affected by the decision? Please explain how. 
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The decision will not affect Anglesey citizens, as the car park will be available to use 
whoever the owner may be. 

 
5. Note any potential impact that this decision would have on the groups protected under 

the Equality Act 2010. 
 

The decision will not affect groups protected under the Equality Act 2010 as the car park 
will be available to use whoever the owner may be. 

 
6. If this is a strategic decision, note any potential impact that the decision would have on 

those experiencing socio-economic disadvantage. 
 

The decision will not affect those experiencing socio-economic disadvantage as the car 
park will be available to use whoever the owner may be. 

 
7. Note any potential impact that this decision would have on opportunities for people to 

use the Welsh language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than 
the English language. 

 

The decision will have no effect on opportunities for people to use the Welsh language 
and on treating the Welsh language less favourably than the English language as the car 
park will be available whoever the owner may be. 

 
E – Who did you consult with and what did they say? 
 

1. Chief Executive / 
Leadership Team 
(mandatory) 

Supports the recommendation 

2. Finance / Section 151 Refuse the request to transfer the car park, unless the 
Town Council can prove that accepting responsibility 
for the gaol and court creates financial pressures. 

3. Legal / Monitoring Officer 

(mandatory) 

Supports the recommendation 

4. Human Resources (HR) N/A 

5. Property Refuse the request to transfer the car park as it would 
be contrary to the County Council’s policy on the 
disposal of assets. 

6. Information Technology N/A 

7. Procurement N/A 

8. Scrutiny N/A 

9. Local Members No comment – the 3 local Members are members of 
the Executive. 

 
F – Appendices: 
 

Appendix 1 – Beaumaris Town Council Business Case 
 

 
Ff – Background papers (please contact the author of the Report for any further information: 
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